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QB ON THE VOICE OF THE RAIN

LINE-BY-LINE EXPLANATION OF THE POEM ‘THE VOICE OF THE RAIN’

Line 1;

“And who art thou? said I to the soft-falling shower,”
The poet asks the gentle rain, “Who are you?” He is curious about its identity.

Line 2-3:

“Which, strange to tell, gave me an answer, as here translated:”
To the poet’s surprise, the rain answers him. The rest of the poem is the rain’s response.

Lines 4-5:

“I am the Poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain,”
The rain says it is the ‘Poem of the Earth’ — natural, musical, beautiful, and meaningful.

Lines 6-7:

“Eternal I rise impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea,”
The rain describes how it rises forever as invisible water vapour from the land and sea.

Lines 8-9:

“Upward to heaven, whence vaguely form’d, altogether changed, and yet the same,”
In the sky (heaven), the vapour changes form and becomes clouds, but the essence remains
the same.

Lines 10-11:

“I descend to lave the droughts, atomies, dust-layers of the globe,”
The rain returns to wash and nourish the Earth, soaking dry lands and cleansing dust and dirt.

Line 12:

“And all that in them without me were seeds only, latent, unborn;”
Without rain, seeds would stay hidden and lifeless. Rain helps them germinate and grow.

Line 13:

“And forever, by day and night, I give back life to my own origin,”
The rain gives life back to Earth, the place it came from, just like a never-ending gift.

Line 14:

“And make pure and beautify it;”
Rain cleans and beautifies nature, washing everything anew.

Line 15;

“(For song, issuing from its birth-place, after fulfilment, wandering,”
The poet compares the rain to a song; it starts somewhere, travels, and fulfils its purpose.




Line 16:

“Reck’d or unreck’d, duly with love returns.)”
Whether noticed or not, like poetry, rain returns with love to its source, the Earth.

POETIC DEVICES IN ‘THE VOICE OF THE RAIN’

Walt Whitman uses various poetic devices in the poem to give rain a human voice, create
vivid images, and express deep meanings. These devices help turn a natural process into a
beautiful and thoughtful conversation between the poet and nature.

Device Example Effect

Personification “I am the poem of Earth” Gives the rain a human voice and soul
Metaphor “Poem of the Earth” Compares rain to a poem that beautifies life
Imagery “I descend to lave the droughts” Creates vivid pictures of rain purifying the Earth
Symbolism Rain as a symbol of poetry Suggests creativity, nurturing, and return
Enjambment Lines flow without punctuation Reflects the continuous nature of rain

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

Q1. What is the main message of the poem ‘The Voice of the Rain’?

The main message of the poem is to highlight the natural cycle of rain and its vital role in
sustaining life. Through the rain’s voice, Walt Whitman emphasizes themes of renewal,
selfless giving, and the connection between nature and humanity.

Q2. Why is the rain called the ‘Poem of the Earth’?

The rain is called the “Poem of the Earth” because, like a poem, it originates naturally,
travels, and returns to its source, enriching everything along the way. This metaphor shows
how the rain is both creative and nurturing, much like poetry.

Q3. Describe the never-ending cycle of rain.

The rain has a never-ending cycle. It starts by rising up from the land and the sea. As it
reaches the sky, it changes its form. Then, it comes back down to Earth to bring life to dry
and sleeping things. This cycle happens all the time, during the day and at night. The rain
keeps nourishing its own source, making it alive and beautiful. It's like a song that starts,
finishes, and then freely moves around before coming back with love. This cycle of rain is
always happening, and it's a beautiful and eternal process.

Q4. How does rain nourish life on earth? Illustrate with examples from the poem.

The rain nourishes life on earth by quenching the thirst of dry land, washing away dust, and
helping seeds grow. Without rain, seeds would remain dormant, lifeless, and unborn. When rain
falls, it awakens seeds hidden in the soil and helps them sprout into plants. This process ensures
the continuity of life, the growth of crops, and the renewal of nature. Additionally, rain purifies
the atmosphere and adds freshness to the surroundings. Whitman portrays rain as a selfless




natural force that silently works to enrich and beautify the world, showing its vital role in
sustaining life.

Q5. Compare the rain to a song as described in the poem.

In the final lines of the poem, Whitman draws a parallel between rain and a song. A song
originates from the heart of a poet, travels outward, touches people, and finally returns with
love and appreciation. Similarly, rain originates from the earth as vapour, travels upward, and
then descends again to nourish and renew the earth. Both rain and song complete a cycle of
origin, journey, fulfillment, and return. Through this comparison, Whitman emphasizes the
beauty of creation, whether natural or artistic. It highlights how both rain and poetry serve a
purpose beyond themselves and return enriched to their source.

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS

And who art thou? said I to the soft-falling shower,
Which, strange to tell, gave me an answer, as here translated:
1 am the Poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain,
Eternal I rise impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea.

1. What does the poet mean by “Poem of Earth”?
Answer: The rain calls itself the “Poem of Earth” because, like a poem that gives joy and life
to its readers, rain gives life and beauty to the earth by nurturing it.

2. What is the significance of “eternal I rise”?
Answer: It refers to the continuous water cycle — rain rising eternally through evaporation
and condensation.

3. What literary device is used in “Poem of Earth”?
Answer: Metaphor — The rain is compared to a poem that expresses the earth’s creative and
nurturing essence.

4. How does the personification in the extract enhance the poem’s meaning?
Answer: The personification gives a voice to rain, allowing it to express its divine role in
sustaining life and completing nature’s cycle.

Upward to heaven, whence, vaguely form’d, altogether changed, and yet the same,
I descend to lave the droughts, atomies, dust-layers of the globe,
And all that in them without me were seeds only, latent, unborn.

1. What transformation does the rain undergo according to the extract?
Answer: The rain rises from the earth’s surface as vapour and returns as showers —
transformed in form but not in essence.

2. Explain the phrase “altogether changed, and yet the same.”
Answer: It means that while the form of rain changes during evaporation and condensation,
its fundamental nature of sustaining life remains unchanged.

3. What does the word “lave” mean in this context?
Answer: “Lave” means to wash or bathe, referring to how rain cleanses and refreshes the
earth.




4. How does this extract depict the rain’s contribution to life?
Answer: It shows that rain awakens dormant seeds and sustains all life forms that depend on
moisture to grow.

And forever, by day and night, I give back life to my own origin,
And make pure and beautify it;
(For song, issuing from its birth-place, after fulfilment, wandering,
Reck’d or unreck’d, duly with love returns.)

1. What does “give back life to my own origin” signify?
Answer: It signifies that rain returns to the earth, reviving and nourishing it — completing the
cycle of life.

2. What comparison does the poet make in the last two lines?
Answer: The poet compares rain to a song — both originate from their source, travel to fulfil
their purpose, and return with renewed beauty and love.

3. What message does the poet convey through this extract?
Answer: The extract conveys the cyclical and regenerative nature of all creative processes in
nature and art.

4. How does this extract reflect the poem’s central theme?
Answer: It encapsulates the unity between nature and art, showing how both are eternal, self-
renewing, and essential to life.

ASSERTION AND REASON BASED QUESTIONS

1. Assertion (A): The phrase “altogether changed, yet the same” emphasizes transformation
without loss of identity.

Reason (R): The poet implies that the essence of creation remains constant despite external
changes.

a. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.

b. Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.
¢. A is true, but R is false.

d. A is false, but R is true.

Answer: (a) Both A and R are true, and R correctly explains A.
Explanation: The line symbolizes how creative and natural processes evolve in form, yet
their fundamental purpose — to nurture and express — remains unchanged.

2. Assertion (A): The poet compares the rain’s cycle with a song’s journey.
Reason (R): Both originate from their source, complete their purpose, and return with
renewed beauty.

a. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.

b. Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.
¢. A is true, but R i1s false.

d. A is false, but R is true.




Answer: (a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
Explanation: Whitman draws a parallel between nature’s creative rhythm and artistic
creation, both being cyclical and life-affirming.

3. Assertion (A): Rain claims that it gives back life to its own origin.
Reason (R): The water cycle is a scientific process that begins and ends in the ocean.

a. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.

b. Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.
¢. A is true, but R is false.

d. A is false, but R is true.

Answer: (b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.
Explanation: The rain’s statement is metaphorical, expressing how it sustains the earth’s
life and beauty — not merely a scientific observation.

Assertion (A): The rain descends to wash away the “dust-layers” and “droughts” of the
globe.
Reason (R): The poet wants to highlight the destructive power of nature.

a. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.

b. Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.
¢. A is true, but R is false.

d. A is false, but R is true.

Answer: (c) A is true, but R is false.
Explanation: Rain rejuvenates and purifies the earth, symbolizing nurturing and life-giving
power, not destruction.

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS

1. Which of the following best reflects the environmental message of the poem?
a) Nature is separate from human life

b) Rain is a minor aspect of the ecosystem

¢) Humans must recognize the life-giving and sustaining role of natural elements
d) Rain is important only for poetry

Answer: ¢) Humans must recognize the life-giving and sustaining role of natural
elements

2. How does the poet link the rain to creative processes in art?

a) By saying rain is random like artistic experiments

b) By comparing the rain’s cycle to a song that originates, fulfils its purpose, and returns
c) By stating that rain writes poems

d) By showing that art depends only on humans, unlike rain

Answer: b) By comparing the rain’s cycle to a song that originates, fulfils its purpose,
and returns

3. Which literary device is primarily used when rain “speaks” in the poem?
a) Simile
b) Personification




c) Alliteration
d) Hyperbole

Answer: b) Personification
Explanation: The poet gives human qualities to rain, allowing it to speak and express its role
in nature.




